Cobra Meeting 
Link via Zoom 
March 4th 2025
Time: 2pm – 3pm
Cobra is co-ordinated by Settle Community and Business Hub. If you wish to have anymore information about points raised here please contact Jo Rhodes on: hub@settlecommunityandbusinesshub.org.uk
Present: Jo Rhodes (Settle Community and Business Hub), Louise Try (The Place), John Frankland (NYC Libraries), Kelly Moore (St Giles Trust - Liberty Links), Jane Cotton (Town Council), Isobel O’Donovan (Community Curator - The Folly)
Updates:
Kelly Moore

· Kelly introduced herself as a Rural Area Women's Wellbeing Coach working for St Giles Trust. She travels around the area in a converted Campervan providing a safe space for any women who have any issues with anything and we can then refer on to further services in those areas. Areas covered are Grassington, Settle, Bentham and Skipton. We have safe mobile phones with free sim cards, sexual health tests, sanitary products and tea and coffee - a safe space for women to come and have a chat - nothing has to be documented. You can refer women into us and we might refer women into your services.

· Tuesday Settle Market Place 9.30 -12.30 Bentham Fire station 1-3pm. Friday Skipton Market Place 9.30 - 12.30pm Grassington Fire Station 1 - 3pm.

John Frankland

· John will look to promote the work of Liberty Links through the Library

· We have been busy training all our volunteers and staff on the new IT system, which has taken a lot of time.

· We are underway with our summer reading challenge this year entitled ‘Story Garden’ celebrating all things nature and outdoors. We are already underway with working with other Partners such as National Parks, Wild Ingleborough, Parks and Grounds team at NYC. If there is any way of linking in with community allotments over the summer please get in touch.

· We are looking to provide a leaflet with all that is going on at the Library.

· Ideas chatted around the group suggesting ideas of seed swaps or seeds for the children taking part in the reading challenge, an event at the Library planting. Jo confirmed she can help with seeds.

· World book day event at Settle Library 6th March for Ribblesdale Federation of Schools.
Isobel O’Donovan

· We have started our first community group called the ‘Friday club’ Fridays 11am -12. A free session where we bring out museum objects that often haven’t been out on display before and people can bring their own objects and we have a chat about things. It’s going well so far.

· Isobel will drop some posters around.

· Ideas chatted about Isobel visiting some of the groups around the community and possibly the Library. (She is now coming to do some object handling sessions on Mondays at Public Living Rooms)
Jane Cotton

· April 2nd Annual Parish Meeting. Differently organised this time. Bring people along from 5.15 to network and chat. Meeting to start at 6pm. Trying to relax the format a bit and shift the emphasis from us to you, to you to us. Not normally very well attended so we are trying to encourage people to come along. 

· Virpi Kettu came to do a presentation to ask if the town council would be a collaborating partner on an extension of the Dogs Dales project which runs in Skipton. We said yes - so she will be applying for funding from the Mayors Market Street Innovation fund for around £40,000. There are more collaborating partners involved - the more the merrier.

· Castleberg  footpath is open again now that the Drill Hall is finished.

· Victoria Hall have a new outdoor servery ready for the summer. Also get in touch with Ann at Victoria Hall if you’d like to be able to use the space.

Louise Try

· Business as usual

· Jack, one of our Digital Champions who works for Age UK, is finishing at the end of March so we are looking to recruit another volunteer so we can still run our sessions. Conversation with John about working with the Library

· Our allotment is having an overhaul with a new volunteer supporting our existing one. Lots of conversation about possibilities around the allotment.

· Possibility of a further day with Citizens Advice at The Place - will keep you informed.

Jo Rhodes

· Most things chugging along as usual.

· We are doing a Pop up living room alongside the repair cafe. To say hello, have a brew, play games while people wait to have their gadgets looked at - anyone can come along whether they are bringing things or not. This is going well, it was much busier last month. Simon or I are going along to these evenings. Some things can be fixed on the spot or they’ll be taken away. 

· Work is ongoing on the allotment and we have a couple of new volunteers helping us out, including a 15 year old lad who is very keen on being outdoors and helping out.

· Simon is on Mondays and Thursdays so I am trying not to be in as much.

· Something that is coming out of my ‘Trading for Good’ course is unexpected. People starting out are really struggling to get going and making mistakes because they don’t know what they don’t know. So we are thinking of doing a mixture of online and live events to give people a chance to network and create a hive mind. We have  been offered funding from Two Ridings to pilot this. This is a work in progress. Also still looking at time banking and possibly linking this in.

· It would be good for people to share what they are already doing. There are good examples locally of communities already building resilience and networks. I have applied for £25,000 funding over 2 years from the Royal Countryside fund to further develop this past the pilot, but would need a lot of evidence to support this as we move through the process.

ACE Climate change meeting 15th March at St Alkeldas, sharing information on the local energy club, solar panels and renewable energy. Posters will go up locally.
Next meeting Tuesday 8th April 2pm on zoom
